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PERIODICALS
Human Biology
May 1948, Vol. 20, Part 2.-Some aspects of Parsi
demography.-By C. Chandra Sekar.-There are
about II4,000 Parsis in India, but they hold a
large and disproportionate share of interest in the
economic life of India. In i88i there were about
8s,ooo, and the increase since that date has been
fairly steady. Nevertheless, the birth rate is
probably falling at a higher rate than the death
rate, and it is suggested that, with existing fer-
tility conditions, numnbers will begin to decline
between 195i and i96I. Detailed demographic
data are given for the Parsi community.

The autocorrelation approach to the analysis of
the incidence of communicable diseases.-By J. B.
Chasson.-The general relation between the
number of recognized cases of a communicable
disease in successive time periods is discussed, with
special reference to the incidence of acute respira-
tory diseases in the U.S. army. A method for the
analysis of mass data is proposed, which, it is
claimed, assists in prediction, and in the evaluation
of measures of control.
September 1948, Vol. 20, Part 3.-Facial growth in
children of five to eight years of age.-By Irene
Allen.-Dentists need a knowledge of the direction
and rate of the normal growth of the jaws, and
especially of its range of variation, to decide
whether orthodontic treatment is desirable in many
cases of apparent mal-occlusion. The present

study began with 200 English children and ended
with I34. Four examinations were made, during a
period of i8 months. Post-normality of the
mandible was found to be very prevalent, and the
possibility is discussed that it may be part of a
normal phase of growth.
A study of the palmar dermatoglyphics of mon-

goloid imbeciles.-By Doris Mann Snedeker.-The
dermatoglyphics of mon,goloid imbeciles differ sig-
nificantly from those of normal persons, and it is
suggested that they can be of use in the diagnosis
of mongolism.

Sex ratio of abortions.-By Christopher Tietze.-
It has frequently been asserted that primary sex
ratio (i.e. the ratio at conception) is even higher
than that at birth, when it is typically about I05
males to ioo females (ratio= 105). But the sex of
abortions is not easy to diagnose: even in the
twelfth week and later the large clitoris of the
female may be mistaken for a penis by an inex-
perienced observer. In this study 5,787 foetuses
(mainly white American) of 20-149 mm. crown-
rump length (third to seventh month of pregnancy)
had a sex ratio of I07.9. No excess mortality of
males could be shown, and it is concluded that the
primary sex ratio does not greatly differ from the
ratio at birth.

" Probability andListerism."-Charles P. Winsor.
-An historical note on the development of the
mathematics of comparing small samples from
binomial populations. S. A. B.
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FROM THE PRESS CUTTINGS
Contraception in Japan
The Government of Japan is planning a national

birth-control campaign; the population is in-
creasing by I,500,000 a year.'

Population of France
The population of France is recorded as having

been virtually static for a century. Population,
now at 42,ooo,ooo, is almost precisely the same as
in igio. The French Government is considering
the possibility of importing at least 300,000 workers
from other countries in the next two years. The
French are likewise concerned about the shortage
of white population in the French colonies.

In French Equatorial Africa mining companies
cannot even undertake prospecting programmes on
concessions, because those activities would divert
labour from current production.2

Fall in Death Rates
A marked fall in the death rate in all but three

of the countries supplying figures is reported by
the World Health Organisation from Geneva.

Information for I947, which has been received
from all European countries except the Soviet
Union, Poland, Yugoslavia, Albania, Greece,
Turkey and Soviet-occupied Germany, confirms
the downward trend of I946. The highest death
rates in Europe are in Rumania (21 -I per I,OOO)
and Eire (I4.9 per I,ooo). The Rumanian rate is
the highest for fifteen years.

There was no change in I947 in the United
Kingdom and Western Germany, but the last nine
months of I948 showed an improvement. The most
remarkable reduction is in the Latin area of
Europe, where the death rate before the war was
from 14 to 20 per thousand, and is now from
tI to I3. France, which until the last two years
never had a death rate lower than I5, had a rate of
13. The Netherlands continues in a class by itself,
having the general death rate of only 8 * I per
thousand in I947-the lowest in the world. A
further reduction in this rate is predicted in the
report.8

Population of Kenya
The recently published estimate of the Director

of Statistics in Kenya shows that the African
population of the territory, which is now 5,027,000,
exceeds by more than a million the official estimate
of 1945, which was 3,900,000; this latter estimate
was in its turn greater by 1,400,000 than the
estimate of 2,500,000 for the African population in
1924. It is of course impossible to estimate the
African population with anything approaching the
accuracy attained by the Registrar-General in the
United Kingdom, and the earlier estimates must
have been little more than shots in the dark. An

increase of more than a quarter in the population
in three years cannot be accounted for by any
likely rate of fecundity, and the only possible
deduction is that the earlier figures were under-
estimates.
An increase of I *5 per cent per annum means

that the population will double itself every seventy
years; an increase of 2 per cent per annum means
that the population will double itself every thirty-
five years. If the estimate for I924 iS as trust-
worthy as that for 1948, the African population of
Kenya has in fact doubled itself in twenty-four
years, which points to a rate of increase of about
3 per cent. It seems more likely that the earlier
estimates were too low. In other parts of the world
it has been found that numbers coming forward for
registration vary wildly according to whether the
purpose be ration books or taxation; the mean
between the two might be a prudent estimate of the
real population. It is certain that the census last
August is more exact than any previous figure, and
the absolute total thus revealed is in itself suffi-
ciently disturbing without any consideration of
trends. Similar increases are expected in Uganda
and Tanganyika. British rule has brought the
sciences of public health and preventive medicine,
and millions are now living and begetting who in
former times would have met early deaths. East
Africa is, in fact, seeing the law of Malthus, " the
tendency of population to increase faster than the
means of subsistence," in operation on a big
scale.'

Intelligence
Tests by the New South Wales Education

Department show that English schoolchildren
immigrants are more intelligent than Australian
children of the same ages. But it is also stated that
English children's general education is backward
owing to " unsettled conditions in England."5

Birth Control in India
Mr. John Mathai, the Indian Minister of Finance

and a member of a Syrian Christian family, has
condemned birth control as a means for the econo-
mic stabilization of the country. In a speech in
the Dominion Parliament he said that the in-
telligent use of science to speed up production of
foodstuffs would go a long way towards solving
the problem of economic scarcity in the land. In-
creased population could in the long run be only a
source of strength to the nation, and he could
support only birth control based on self-control.6

Lowest Maternal Death Rate
Fewer women died in childbirth in England and

Wales last year than has ever been recorded. The
Registrar-General's provisional figures show a rate
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of o *86 per thousand total live and still births,
compared with I *02 in 1947 and 2 *7 in I938.7
Cost of Family Allowances
Family allowances are being paid to mothers of

4,600,000 children at a cost of LI,ooo,ooo, accord-
ing to Mr. James Griffiths, Minister of National
Insurance. He said that the money was an

investment by the nation in its greatest treasure,
and one which would reap rich dividends.8

1 Daily Herald, April 8th; ' City Press, March 25th;
8 Manchester Guardian, April 5th; ' East Africa and
Rhodesia, March 3rd; 6 News Chronicle, May 6th;
6 Glasgow Observer, April 22nd; 7 Manchester Guardian,
April 30th; ' Birmingham Post, April 25th.

CORRESPONDENCE
A.I.H. and A.I.D.
To the Editor, Eugenics Review
SIR,-The sundry points in Major Knight-

Bruce's letter in your April number seem com-
pletely sound.
The use of A.I.H., except when rendered neces-

sary by acquired characteristics resulting, for
instance, from wounds, implies a subfertile weak-
ness which it is undesirable to transmit, and/or a
lack of asthetic sense and ethical appreciation on
the part of the mating couple. A couple handi-
capped by nature in this respect cannot by the use
of A.I.H. expect to qualify among category A of
parents, or those producing the nation's best
stocks, and it must be a question in some cases
whether such a couple should not accept Nature's
hint and in the interest of the general welfare of
the nation refrain from trying to have children.

A.I.D., under the conditions referred to-
which, I believe, represent the standard technique
that has always been proposed-involves a situa-
tion of cant and humbug and suppression of truth
which no scientific or clear-thinking mind would
tolerate. Neither A.I.H. nor A.I.D. offspring could,
be accepted as originating from category A
parents.
One wonders who were the originators of the

A.I.D. suggestion, and also why the Eugenics
Society does not definitely refuse approval of such
a practice. Eutelegenesis is another matter, for it
stands on scientific ground unsmeared by humbug,
guessing and the evasion of fundamentals.

NORMAN A. THOMPSON.
Hotel Continental,

Jos6 Antonio 44, Madrid.

Mixing of Races
To the Editor, Eugenics Review
SIR,-May I add a postscript to the very in-

teresting lecture delivered by Dr. Barnes ? I have
been studying for some time the results of inter-
marriage between Europeans and Parsis, and my
investigation leads me to the conclusion that such
marriages, from the eugenic point of view, are very
desirable. I find the offspring of such miscegena-
tion to be better than the parents both physically
and mentally. I hesitate to dogmatise, but from
the observations I have made I find that the child
inherits its physical characteristics from the
European parent. The twenty children I have
examined all have fair hair and blue eyes and are
rather taller than the Parsis as a whole. Mentally
they have inherited the cosmopolitan outlook of
the Parsi, with his shrewd business instincts. There
is one factor to which I would direct attention, and
that is that the Parsi, when he marries outside his
own community, is a man of culture and means,
and this enables him to select his partner, unlike
the Eurasians referred to in Dr. Barnes's lecture,
where most of the marriages were the result of
want of white women in days gone by. Ethno-
logically the Parsi differs from the Indian, and this
is bound to play a large part in mixed marriages.
I have no data of blood-group tests, but it would be
highly interesting to make such tests and dispel
any doubts that there may be as to the desir-
ability of mixing the races.

D. FRENCHMAN.

Springdale Road,
Broadstone.
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